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(2015) indicates that MSAs help in the restoration of health and the prevention of personal and
family deterioration, as a result of disease or handicap. Therefore, MSAs face many issues and real
life problems daily such as the provision of financial assistance to young mothers to ensure the
continuation of their cancer treatment, the backup of students who are encouraged to remain in
school and avoid dropouts, the troubled families who are in need for counseling, and the teenagers
who are struggling with their daily problems and looking for someone who can assist them.

Social and economic justice are the main pillars of the MSA profession. MSAs are involved in vari-
ous forms of activities in diverse fields of practice such as therapists, counselors, case managers,
advocates, researchers, etc... Over the last decade, the MSA profession has undergone considera-
ble changes to remedy barriers created by poverty, wars, economic crisis, inadequate health care,
violence, and disease.

In addition, the literature shows that school-based MSA services are designed to increase students»>
competence and help them to enhance their school performance and meet their expectations of
school success. Dore (2005) reveals that 18-20 percent of students have mental health issues
that are considered significant enough to cause problems and impairment to major life functions,
while Kaffenberger and Seligman (2007) indicate that only one in five students receives the neces-
sary services. Furthermore, Vera et al. (2006) reveal that certain students, including students with
disabilities, students with history of family violence, and students from poor families are at greater
risk of suffering from mental health challenges. However, Lebanese students who come from a
similar background would be less likely to receive the appropriate services and interventions due to
their unavailability in most Lebanese schools. Erford et al. (2007) indicate that students with men-
tal health challenges may progress to more significant issues that could have a negative impact on
their school performance and increase their possibility of dropping out of school.

Therefore, the presence of MSAs in Lebanese schools is imperative and critical so that these
schools are able to design and implement school-based programs to promote school safety and a
positive school environment among all students to ensure better school performance. MSAs would
play a major role in identifying students who would be in need of help and intensive interventions
and referring them to other needed services in the community. MSAs would also serve as signifi-
cant resources to teachers and principals to enhance training and provide consultation on identi-
fying troubled students and the referral process when services are sought. Thus, coordination be-
tween MSAs, school administrators and teachers would be greatly needed so as troubled students
gain access to needed services and early interventions. Moreover, coordination would maximize
limited resources and, as a result, ensure better student school performance.

Early and Vonk (2001) show that school MSAs serve as the primary mental health providers for
students and might be the only counseling professionals available to students and their fami-

lies to initially identify and provide interventions for those issues. In addition, School Social Work
Association of America (SSWAA) (2013) indicates that MSAs often focus on providing support to
vulnerable populations of students at high risk for truancy and dropping out of school, such as
homeless, foster, migrant children, students transitioning between school and treatment programs,
the juvenile justice system, and students experiencing domestic violence. MSAs usually work with
teachers, principals, and parents to provide effective MSA services and interventions that assist
students to cope with their personal and emotional problems and reach success.

All in all, collaboration among MSAs and school principals fosters a safe and successful learning
climate. This collaboration requires leadership and commitment from school principals.

According to SSWAA (2013), the roles of MSAs include:

* Providing effective and evidence based education, behavior, and mental health services
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