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Language Communication for Autistic Children

A Field Study Measuring Autistic Children's Linguistic
Communication in Kuwait

Abdalwahab Aldofairy, Dept. of Sociology, Kowat University, Kowat

Abstract

Autism is one of the developmental disabilities characterized by
vagueness and ambiguity. It is a deficit in an autistic child's interaction
with his social environment which affects his communicative skills, learning
and social development. Autistic children often confront, though at varying
degrees, considerable obstacles in language communication and
understanding the meanings and intents of language when dealing with
others. They show a remarkable deficit in reacting with others. Therefore,
the process of linguistic development for autistic children is a major objective
pursued by all autism-related studies.

This study seeks to locate the manifestations and standard of linguistic
communication of autistic children of some of the rehabilitation schools of
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Kuwait, for example Al Amal school and Kuwait Centre for Autism. A field
study is being conducted utilizing a standardized test to measure and
diagnose the standard of linguistic communication among those autistic
children aged 8-16 during the period from Jan 1 to the end of April 2004.

The concept of linguistic communication in this study is not limited to
speech communications, but it goes beyond this to touch all that is related to
an autistic child in terms of speech and behavior being responses to any
words or deeds, whether these be oral, written, movements of the body or
gestures.

The researcher has followed the general survey method through
measuring the axes of linguistic skills and communication. Results have
shown that the majority of the sample individuals have different levels of
linguistic communication.

Nevertheless , most of the levels were high and the double disability for
autistic children affects considerably responsiveness to rehabilitative and
educational programmes.

Furthermore, therapic and rehabilitative approaches of autistic children
assist in raising their linguistic communication ability of.
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