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ABSTRACT

The focus of this paper is on the paradox that exists between civilized values and
principles that in theory recognize the rights of people with special needs in our Arab
society in contrast to the way in which the handicapped are treated in reality and the
sometimes typical inappropriate behavior toward them.

This paradox is demonstrated by the number of contradictions that are present in
the social redlity of the Arab society starting from the family all the way up to
ingtitutions, and the repercussions of such contradictions at the level of social
awareness. This situation has made it impossible to bridge the wide gap between the
cultural frame of reference represented by Islamic Law, with its respect for the rights of
the handicapped, and people's actual behavior which is deep-rooted in popular culture
and does not take into account these rights.
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In order to achieve a minimum level of consideration for the rights of handicapped
people, it is possible to rely on two valuable and trustworthy sources of knowledge: 1)
our cultural heritage concerning this important issue and; 2) numerous scientific
research findings on the subject. Relying on this knowledge might alow us to attempt
to correct our mistakes at all levels by giving this socia stratum, which suffers from
being marginalized and underestimated, its full rights like the rest of society.
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