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Study Summary

Introduction :

The communication of autistic children with people around suggest
a problem with many aspects. It seems as a defect in communication
skills and problem with expressing their feelings, emotions and
psychological states they experience so those children have some
autistic behaviors at emotional excitation or anger like throwing things
away or throwing whatever in their hands As well as many aggressive
behaviors which all express the desire of drawing others attention to
some idea or action which they unable to express correctively. May be
they express some despair they face. Notably , those children may be
end up to self harming.

Durand and others argued that the main function for the
undesirable behaviors of autistic children many be listed as a request
for drawing the attention of people around, as a desire to scape or
avoid situations or events, or as an indication to ask for help.

So Oliver, 1995 argued that if we taught those children some
alternative ways to give the same message it will increase their
suitable communication with people around , at the same time it will
reduce the times that behaviors appear.

So carr and others refer that teaching those children some ways to
express their needs for help, using sentences , words, signals or
simple images indicate Asking for help or even scaping from
undesirable situations have rapid and active effect on modifications
autistic child's behaviors to communicate and inter communicate with
people around ( Particia Holen, 1998 , 60 ) .

One approach incorporates both optic signs, functional

communication and attempts which motivate communication with



environmental situations, is a communication system uses exchanging
pictures in which the child learn to communicate using pictures
indicate a thing or a desirable activity .

The purpose of this approach is developing the functional
communication skills, not verbal ones, by pictures. So that this study
try to answer the next questions :

1

are there statistically significant differences at post- test for

functional communication types between scores ranks of the

children in the experimental group ?

2- are there statistically significant differences at pre — test for
functional communication skills between scores ranks of
children in the experimental group ?

3- are there statistically significant differences at multiple test
during applying the program in use between scores ranks for
children in the experimental group ?

4- are there statistically significant differences at pre- test and
post measurement of functional communication skills between
scores ranks for children in the control group ?

5- are there statistically significant differences at post test and

follow-up test of communication skills between scores ranks

for children in the experimental group ?

Study targets Aims :
1- To set a training program for autistic children in purpose of
growing functional communication skills .
2- To know to which extent the activity of training in
communication program using exchanging picture will grow

functional communication skills for autistic children .



3- to set a guidance program for mothers to help them How to
deal with their children to develop their functional

communication skills.

Study Importance :
It due to the importance of that issue the researched discuss. The
study attempts to bring into view the power aspects that autistic child
has, and use of it to develop functional communication skills.

Doubtless, it includes theoretically and applied importance.

Theoretical importance :

It's clear that , there is just few studies and searches treated this
issue of functional communication for autistic child. So because of that
child suffers from defect in verbal and nonverbal communication skills,
the function communication helps autistic child to ask and comment
and make suitable choices for his desires. That suggest reduced

unsuitable behaviors like angry and self angry.

applied importance :

It lays in the training program, in use based on analyzing applied
behavior / separated attempt method, thought asset of behavioral
techniques in clued ( Reinforcement — Chining — Shaping — Fade
promptly — accidental training — home works )

In purpose of training the child in functional communication skills

using picture exchanging communication system .

Study hypotheses :
1- there are differences with statistically significant for functional
communication skills after applying the program in use between
children scores ranks of both groups the experimental and the

control one for the advantage of the experimental group .



2- there are differences with statistically significant for functional
communication skills between children scores ranks of the
experimental group at pre and post Test for the advantage of
post — Test.

3- there are differences with statistically significant at multiple Test
between children scores ranks of the control group.

4- There are no differences with statistically significant for functional
communication skills at pre-and pos- Test between children
scores ranks of the control group

5- There are no differences with statistically significant for functional
communication skills at both and the follow up Test one between
children scores ranks of the experimental group ( two months

after the program application

Study limits :

The current study is assessed by next dimensions :

1- Study sample:
The study sample consists of 8 autistic children ( 6 males — 2
females ) their ages range (9 — 12 ) years , along with their mothers .
They have been divided into two groups, one is control ( 3 males —
1 female ) and other Experimental group considering the coincidence

between the two groups .

2- Geographical dimension :
The study have been applied on first group ( the experimental ) in

Dar Al Amal school for handicapped children in talkha city .

3- Methodological dimension :
These instrument have been used to make sure of the corrective

ness of current study hypotheses .



1- Autistic child scale " set by Adel Abd Ullah 2001 *
2- Assess, ement scale of functional communication ( prepared by :

the researcher)

w
1

Social, Economic, cultural level of the Egyptian family (prepared
by Mohammed Bayomy khalil 2000)

Stanford Binet in telligence scale — forth edition (prepared by :
Masry Abd Alhameed Hannora 2003 ).

Godard's in telligence scale.

P

5
6

7- The training program in use ( prepared by : the researcher )

Guidance program for mothers (prepared by : the researcher )

Time dimensions :
The application of the program took seven months and hallf, with
three days a week, where child had two sessions in one day. Session

time range ( 20 — 30 ) minutes .

5- Statistical methods in use :
- Man Whitney test for independent groups .
- Wilcox on test for related groups.

- Friedman .

Study results :

1- There are differences with statistically significant at level of ,01 for
functional communication skills ( request — choice objection —
Reject - comment — Joint attention — imitation ) after applying the
program, between scores ranks of two groups, the experimental
and the control one .

2- There are differences with statistically significant at level of . ,01 at
pre and post Test between children scores ranks of the

experimental group for a advantage of the post — Test.



3- There are differences with statically significant at level of . 01 at
multiple Tests between children scores ranks of the experiment al
group .

4- There are no differences with statistically significant at pre-and
post— Test between children scores ranks of the control group .

5- There are no differences with statistically significant at both Test
the post and the follow — up one between children scores rank of
the experiment al group, after applying the program for two

months.
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