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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to:

= Specify the degree of importance of knowledge and skills approved
by CEC for learning disability (LD) teachers in Jordan.

=  Specify the degree of learning disabilities LD teachers in Jordan
possess the knowledge and skills adopted by the CEC.

= Study the effect of the two variables; teaching experience and
academic background, in the perception of LD teachers of the
importance of specific skills and knowledge and to what extent they
posses them.

= [dentify the present state of affairs of resource rooms in schools and
the teaching practices adopted in Jordan.

To achieve these objectives the researcher used the standards of
professional practice adopted by the Council for Exceptional Children after
translating them and extracting validity significance appropriate therefore.
The standards were formed into two scales; one of them measures the
importance of these standards for LD teachers and the second measures the
level of mastering those standards by LD teachers in Jordan. The study
questionnaire was then distributed to resource rooms’ teachers throughout

the schools in Jordan. The sample of the study composed ¥ teachers



A

from both public and private schools in all governorates of Jordan
distributed on academic qualification and teaching experience variables.
To identify the present status of resource rooms and educational
practices followed in Jordan the researcher interviewed Y+ resource rooms’
teachers in the governorates of Zarqa, Ruasifah and the second district
Amman. The interviewers were conducted within a model for interview
with degrees of validity and reliability sufficient for the study purposes.
The results of the study showed that the teachers’ perception of the
importance of professional practice was high in all items and dimensions
and that most important items were those related to teaching strategies. The
study also pointed out that there is an average possession of these standards
on the questionnaire in general and a high possession over some items
related to theoretical information about learning disabilities, teaching
strategies, and ethical responsibilities for supporting the provision of
services to students with learning disabilities and cooperating with ordinary
teacher. The study also showed a low degree of possession of the items
related to participation in the activities of vocational corporations involved
in learning difficulties, networks and organizations that offer support to

individuals with learning disabilities.

The results did not show any effect of significance, in view of (the

public and private experience) variable on the importance scale, while the
results showed an effect of significance on some scale dimensions
according to academic qualification variable and in favor of specialized
teachers. As regards the scale related to teacher’s acquisition of knowledge
and skills, approved by the CEC, results showed that there is an effect of
significance, depending on academic qualification variable on certain

dimensions and total degree in favor of specialized teachers.



